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isisrded the Golden Party Badge by Hitler, at the same time as 
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becoming a2 member of NSDAP. 


2902-PS: Statement of von Paven 13 
Aa 


November 1945. 
Viember of Reichstag, 1933-1945. 
Reich Chancellor, 1 June 1932 to 2 December 1932, resisning 


on 447th Nescrber Vutccontinuin. tovacst tiki 2nd December. 


a 
acerces 


Ts 


Vice-Chancellor, but claims this wos cither mistake or 


Concordat with Vatican (concluded 20 July 1933). 


2655-PS: Concordat between the Holy 
pee ana the German Reich, T9 
a  _ 
Reichs; esetzolett, Part II, 


De 679. 
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ambassador to Vienna (26 July 193) - 4 February 1939, 


continuin,; thercafter to participate in arran: ements 


-y 1 


Perchtes jaden meetin, between Hitler and Schus chnij:. : 


in meetin;; itself, 
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26 The case azein epen as set out in szppendix 4 of the 
Indictment is under four hecds 
He promoted the accession of the Nasi couspirators to power. 
He narticipated in the congolidation of their control over 
Germany. 


He promoted the prenar: tions 


a 


participated in the politic 1 plennin; and preparation 
the Nazi conspiretors for vr Vs of avuression ete 
Brocdly speakin;: the ensc « ninst vo; re cn covers the period fron 
1 June 1932 to the sonclusi: 


Circumstances have not mde = “aa We the Prosecution any inform:tion 


upon which the esse enn be G VeLopca re ordin: his activitics in Turkcy. 
36 In the 
activities is that, 
shrewd and unserupulous political opportunis 

the Nezis when it suited hin is Vins not unpractieed in 6 


1OCVeMd TAsth a-~ “.>) S3d54f Paranre he ntes Ad Sone 
ond vicivied with eposrrent i aifference the contradictions 


in which his dw Licity inevitably involved hin. 


From the outset von Papen 

inethods. 

(2) The t cL NSDuP provramne was Open and notorious. It had 
ween published in lein Kampf. For mony ycars it hed been published and 
revublished in the Year Book of the Nesp > 
made no secret of their intention to male 
State. This has been dealt with : 5 


icT 


ry * f = ”,. = ee = ya 7 an * é aft = was ae 
Trial (sce Trenseript pane BD. 22 wer, ofternoon session). 
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Nevertheless, whatever his fundemcntal poli 


been, he undoustedly ceLicved, 


ov jectives,. In his letter to Hitler of the 5 Me 


Will be quoted more fully lster) ne wrote of the 


et eres 
NATL onal 


"So great a 
criticiszis.* 


So variable and so seemin=lyv contr: dictory were 


utterances re-ardin: the Negis thet it is not 


Popen's part in their infon 
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rest, SA LI ee, ee ~ ™ 4 
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threw himself, if not “hole-heartedly, 


oleuletion, into the Mazi conspiracy. 
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: movencnt, the merits of 
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cdcerce 
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not comply very well with 
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Nazi movement: 
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to present the 
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becomes clear thet he 


4 


adsvliberate 


Nazi conspiracy were 
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reatcst possible 
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Scrvice to the Nagi corty &s it rclied upon its 


military orsanisations to bent the German people into 


I, pe 297-3500, para 20 (6). 


This was done in pursusnee of 2 bar: which is wentioncd in the “Dates 
from the History of the NSD.b" by p néns Voltz (2 took published with 
the authority 


"28th Liay in view of the itvinent fell of Brucnins;, 


<Ol 


meetin; setwecn the former cesut he Prussicn Centre 
LB ihrer in Berlin (first 
ty 


the Mihror agrees that 
- Prpen exnbine a: nould be toleix.te< oy the NSLP provided 
th -t the prolib on impos n unifoms end 


ions tre. stions, 


On the 20 y 1332 hi ecomlisned his fzamou 
a ue, SE poe dA 43 Ts, : Don Jerre + 
oDUSSin veld PUAOVCaA » oroun-Severin : : TOVOCYNNCG 


snd united the rulin; power of the Reich 


eo } -. ee “ he) -" a) ON mana 63 oe ing 
OWN Nenas «s Reich Commissar 


This step he ressarded ss 2 £3 st step in the policy later 
pursued by Hitler, of co-ord tin he Stet with the Reich, 


be referred to 


were the result of 
disbandisent of the Roichst: 5 on the 4 Junc, 
cCnormously the NSD sO thet von Pspen offered to 
leader of the now stron:cst sar y his participstion in the 
Sovernncnt as Vice-Chancellor aGdol? Hitler rejected this 
offer on 
“The new Reichstag, which assemslea cn 2 4Ulust, Was Cistanded 
the 12 September, he new tions" on 6 November 
“prouyht about 2 considercble loss to the NSDAP, but did not 


stren;then the Governnent paertics sm thet P, pei's “overnnient 


-h- (3500) 





retired on 17 November 1932 after unsucces 


with the party lesders.' 
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1933 in the house of the Lanker, 
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public statements about 
January 1 1533)— ter the 
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Reich Commissar for Prussia. 
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dealt with by the United St:.tes Prosceution in that part of the 
Which rclates to the Reich cabinet. 
10. Three decrees may however be specinlly mentioned avain as actually 
bearin’; the si:nature of von Papen. 
The law concernin;; the Soverei sn Heed of the German Reich, 
dated 1 su ust 1934. 
ROB I, De 747; 2003-28: 
(Transcript pase 28 of 22 November 
afternoon). 
This was the Ceerce merin: the offices of eresident and 
Chancellor, which had the depoetont consequence of _,ivin: 
Hitler the Supreme Command of the Gernen wrmca Forccse 
The Ccerce relatin,; to the formetion of Special Courts, dated 
21 larch 1935, for tricl of 211 eccscs involvin;; politicsel 
matter, 


1935 ROB I, pe 136; 2076-35: 


\Irensceript pase 30 of 22 November 
cfternoon). 


This decrce wos the first Step in the Nazification of the German 
judiciary. In cll politicel cases it cbolished rivhts, 
includin;; the ri ht of appeal, which had previously 
cheracterised the administration of German justice, 

On the same date, 21 ifarch 1933, von Vepen personally sizned 

the amnesty decree liberating 211 persons who had committed 
murder or any other crime between 30 January and 21 liarch 1933, 
acjainst the anti-Nazi politicians, writers and Reichstar; 
deputics. 


1932 RGB I, p. 1343; 2059-ps: 
——————— TT 


(iranseript pase 30 of 22 
November afternoon). 


11.2 It is illwainatin, -lso to sce how von rapen Was contcnt to swallow 
his ovm words in revard to certain picces of Nazi le jislation enacted 
durin; his Vice Chanccllorship. 

(2) The smmesty Decrec, for instance, is hardly in keeping with 


his isnster specch of 28 wu ust 1932, when he said (referrin; 


-7- (3523) 
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Witler): 


"I aa advocatin; the constitutional statc, the comunity 
of the people, law and orler in «‘overmment. In doin 
so, itis I, and not he, who is carryin; on the stru;cle 
a ainst the dominstion of parties, eoainst arbitrarianis:.: 
and injustice, 2 stru le which millions of his 
supporters had beea wholeheartedly lonin,, for years to 
fiht." 


——- + mm», 


2214-PS: Frankfurter Zeitunz, 29 
august 1942. 


aS & public servant himself von Papen must have had a hard 
struv;le with his conscienes when associatin: himself with 
the sweepin, series of decrees for atteainin; totalitarian 
control of the civil scrvice (sce Transcript pa:ie 30 of 22 
Noversber, aftcrnoon, and pa je 257). ut the first mectin: of 
Hitler's cabinet on 30 January 1933, he had 


"sujestced that the Itcich Cheneecllor in an invervier: 


should state at the carlicst Opvortunity that the 
rumours “lout the den, cr of inflation and the rumours 
clout the can er to the rifhts of civil servents are 
untrue", 

of Cslinet iveting, 


——— 


1955 


The decrees for the inte ration of the States (Laender) with 


the Reich have been dealt with earlier in the Trial (Transcript 


pase 29 of 22 November afternoon). The substantial effect of 
these decrees wis to atolish the Statcs nd to put an end to 
federalisn and any possible retardin:: influence which it 

mi ht have upon the centralisation of power in the Reich 
cabinet. The importance of this step - as well as the role 
played by Papen - is reflected in the exchan.e¢ of letters 
between the Reich President HincenbLur,,, the Defendant von 
2oapen in his capacity as Reich Commisser for 2russic, and 
Reichs idinister Cérin: in connection with the reccll of the 
Reich Commissar and the c2pointment of sorin;; to the post 


a 


of luinister President of Prussi In tenderin,, his 


cnation, on 7 upril 1933, Defendant von vepen wrote to 


Hitler: 





Mo 


“ith the draft of the law for the co-ordination of the 
States with the Reich, passed today Ly the Reich 
Chancellor, lesisiative work has te-un which will be of 
histories1l sij;nificsnee for the »olitices1 development of 
the German state. The step taken by the Reich 
Government, which I I headed at the time, is now crowned 
by this new inter-lockin,; of the Reich. You, Herr Reich 
Chancellor, will now, as once Bismarck, be able to 
co-orcinate in all points the policy of the -reatest of 
German states with that of the Reich. Now that the new 
law enables you to appoint a rrussicn Prime lliinister I 
ask you to inform the Reich Dresident that I return to his 


hands my post of Reich Commissar for Yrussia." 
In transmittin,, this resi;jnation request to President Hindenlurs, 
Hitler stated: 


"Vice-Chancellor von Papen has sent 2 letter to me which 
I enclose for your information. Herr von Vapen already 
informed me within the last few days that he a reed with 
liinister Goring: to resiyn on his ovm volition, as soon as 
the uniricd conduct of the -overnmental affairs in sey 
Reich and in vrussia would be assured ty the new law 
co-orcinction of policy in the Reich and the Sta 
(Lacncer). 


On the cve of the day when the new law on the institution 
of Reich “overnors (Reichs-Statthaltcr) was acopted, 

Herr von ra en considered this aim ss havin; been attained 
anc. he requested of me to undertake the appointment of the 
erussicn rrine liinister, when at the samc tine he would 
offcr his full time services in the Reich Government. 


Herr von Papen, in acceptin, the commission for the 
Governrent of Prussic., in these difficult times since 30 
Jenucry, has renderec a very meritorious service to the 
realisation of the idca of co-ordinstin the policy in the 
Reich and the States (Laenccr). His collaboration in the 
Reich cavinet, for which he now offers all his strength, 

is infinitely “walGnbies my relationship to him is such 

a heartily friendly one, thet I sincerely rejoice at the 
reat help I shall thus receive," 


With profound reNerence, 
.DOLF HITLER. 
3357-28: Exchon-e of f letters, ? & 10 
April 222,28 Bolomente dcr Deutschen 
pe 158. 
Yet it was only five weeks before this that on 3 March 1933 von 
Pepen had warned the electorate at Stuttzart: 
"Fedorelisia Will protect us from centralism, that 
orjanis.tional form which focuses all living stren th of 


& nation like 2 Durnin: mirror on to one point. No 


G- 
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nation is less adaptable to bein; soverned centralisticol 
than the German nation." 


tsche Gowl 
4.t the time of the elections in the Jutumn of 1932, von rape, 
as Chancellor, visited liunich. fhe Frankfurter Zcitun; of th 
12 OctoLer 1932 cormentea on his policy as follo 
"von Papen elnimed that it hac been his aim from the very 
Lesinnin.. of his tenure in office to Suild a new Reich 
for and with the various States (L- ender). The Reich 
‘overnnent is takin; a definite federalist attitude. 
Its slogan is not a Greary centralisn or unitarinnisn". 
x 3E x 
"\-herever one Cid hear von Papen express himself in public, 
one Cid hear a Chancellor who took special care to be 


recorded as an unconditional federalist." 


3218-2S: article on _ von Fapen's 


Lunich visit of 11 October 1932. 
In larch 1933 the entire cabinet approved a systematic state 
policy of persecution of the Jews, This has already been 
cesoribed to the Tribunsl (sce Transcript pase 1442 and also 
the ease avoinst Streicher), Only four anys before the boycot? 
was tinea to begin ("with all ferocity", to borrow the words of 
Dr. Goebbels), von Papen wrote a letter of re~assurance, 
confirmin;; . previous tele jreia, to the Board of Trade for 
German-.s1¢ricen Commerce in New York, who had expressed their 
anxiety to the German Governnent about the situation. His 
assurance which was published in the New York Times on 28 
liarch 19 9335 contained the followin: sentence: 
"Reports circulated in .merica «nd received here with 
indipynation avout alle seca tortures of political prisoners 
and inistreatment of Jews deserve stronzest repudiation. 
Hundreds of thousands of Jows irrespective of na ‘tionality, 
who have not taken part in volitical activities, are 
livin;; here entircly unnolested," 
D. 63! 


To put it at its best, this was a white lie of the 
magnitude. 





QI 
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The Catholic Church (see also U.S. Tricl Brief H and Supplenentary 
Brief H). 
(a) In one particular field von Yapen, the prorinent lay Catholic, 
helped to consolidate the Nazi position as perhaps nobody 
else could have done, namely in its relationship with the 
Catholic Church, 
When the Nazis seizec control of Germany their relations with 
the Church were at a low ebb. The minutes of the Reich cabinet 
meetin: of 15 larch 1933, contain the following paragraph 
in connection with discussions on the Enabdling uct: 


“The Vice-Chancellor ond Reich Commissar for the State of 
rrussic said it is of decisive importance to intecrate 
into the new State the masscs standing behind the Parties. 
He said that the question of coordination of political 
Catholicism into the new Svate is of special importance, xx 


2962-28: isinutes of the Conference of 


ee es 


icinisters, 15 iiorch 1933. 


(c) Bicht days later, therefore, speakin: at the second meetin: of 
the Reichstaz of 1933, on 23 Larch 1933, asking for adoption 
of the Enabling ict, Hitler declared: 


"\hile the sovermnaent is determined to carry throuch the 
political and moral purzin: of our public life, it is 
ereatin; and insurin;:: prerequisites for a truly religious 
life. The sovernment sees in both Christian conf'essions 
the facters most important for the miintenance of our 
Folkdome It will respect a,reements concluded between 
them and the States. However, it expects that its work 
Will mect with a similar appre ciation, The government 
Will treat all other denoainations with equal objective 
justice, However, it can never condone that belonging 
to a certain denomination or to a certain race mizht be 
regarded as a licence to commit or tolerate crimes. The 
Government will devote its cure to the sincere living 
together of Church and State, 


ische 


Pane ar, Speech, 23 
rr te 
Zeobachter, 2h liarch 1933, pe ie 
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The imacdinte cffect of this -ssurance was action by the 
conference of German bishops, meeting as usual in Fulda, on 

28 liarch 1933, liftin; restrictions imposed on members of the 
church adherin;; to the Nazi movement. In a cautious statement 


which placed full foith and credit in the Papen-inspircd Hitler 


- 


assurances, the bishops declared: 


"The hich shepherds of the Cioceses of Germany in their 
dutiful anxicty to keep the Catholic faith pure and protect 
the untouchable aims and rishts of the Catholic Church 
have adopted, for profound reasons, Curin; the last yecrs, 
an oppositional attitude toward the National Socialist 
movement, throuch prohibitions and warnings, which was to 
be in effect as lon; anc cs far as those reasons remained 
valid. 


It must now be recoznized that there are official and 

solemn declarations issued ty the hi,shest representative 
of the Reich Government - who at the same time is the 
authoritarian leader of that movement - which acknowlede 
the inviololility of the teachin;s of Catholic faith and 
the unchanveable tasks and ri hts of the church, and 
which expressly assure the full value of the le/:al pa,ts 
concluded between the various German States (Laender) and 
the Church. 


Without Liftin:: the condemnation of certain reli:;ious 
and ethical errors implied in our previous measures, 
the Episcopat now believes it can entertain the confidence 
that those prescribed general prohivitions and warnings 
may not be revarded as necessory any more". 
Fulds Declaration of 28 
wareh 1933, ee 
29 March 19355 _e 26 
On 20 July 1933, the Reich Concordat with the Vatican was 
signed by von Papen. This was on international treaty which 
purported to sive the church a suaraiitee of all the church 
rivhts it had souzht; freedom for Catholic organisations, 
maintcnance of parochial schools and preservation of the 
jeneral influence of the church on the education of the German 
Catholic youth. 
PS: Saneores at between the Holy 


————— ° = 
See | and the German Reich, 1933 
RGE RGE Ii, ea 275. 
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The sismin: of the Concordat was, however, only an interlude in the 
Church policy of the Nazi conspirators, a policy of re-assi'ances 
followed by a lon; serics of riolations which were to commenee alnoz 


imacCiatcly and eventuclly to result in eepal denunciation. 


"Tit brennencer Sore" , 
Se eS 


<r Ae meee seme 


Sneyelical of fope Lius XI, he iorch 
19370 


The charactcristic Ceveloyizent of the conspirators’ Church policy - 


‘ 


and von Lapen's participation in it - is further revealed by his 
action of 19 September 1954, when, as president of the Union of 
Catholic Cermans (.rbeitscueinschaft Katholischer Deutscher), he 
ordered dissolution of this orsanisation, By this time the Nazis 
were droppings all pretence that rival orjanisations misht be 
permitted to exist, and the Nazi conspirators were well advanced 

in their plans for the integration of all German institutions into 
the Nazi system. The official published announcement of dissolutic: 


is 4 revealin; document: 


"Since the Reich sorty Leadership throu :h its department for 
spiritucl peace inoressin ‘ly and inmedintely administers all 
cultural problens acil those concernin’; the rela ‘tionship of 
State and Churches , tasks at first dele-ated to the Union 
of Catholic Germans are now included in those of the Reich 
Party Lecdershi» in the interest of a stronser coordination, 
Vice-Chancellor von «open, up to now the Leader of the Union 
of Catholic Germans, declared about the Gissolution of this 
organisation that it was done upon nis suggestion, since the 
attitude of the national socialist Sto te toward the Christian 


and Catholic Church had been explained often and unequivocally 
throuh the Leader and Chancellor hinself," 


Das urchiv, VI, pp. 767-768, 
What were the terns of the explanation so unequivocally piven by 
the Leader and Chancellor, von Eanen Gid not say, but the rea 
attitude of the Nazi state towards the church has already been 


shown in prim detail Carlier in the Trial (sce Transcript paves 


33 & 3h. of 22 November, aftexncon) 


after nine months! service under Hitler spent in consolidatiny the Nozgi 
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control, von vapen was evidently well contcnt with his lot. On 2 November 
1933, speaking from the sane latforn with Hitler and Gculeiter Terboven, 
in the course of the campaicn for the Rcichstar clection and the referendum 
concernin,, Germany's leavin;; of the Lea,sue of Nat tions, he declared: 
"Ever since Providence eclled upon me to become the pioneer of 
national resurrection and the rebirth of our homeland, I have tric 
to support with all my stren::th os work of the nationel socialist 
movencnt ond its “ecder; and just as I at the tine of tekins over 
the Che aancskorwehitp have scvocated "to peve the way to power for the 


young fishting liberation movencent, just as I on canunry 30 was 


sclected by 2 .racious fate to put the honds of our Chencellor and 


ihrer into the hand of our beloved jiela iiershal, so do I today 
sain feel the oblization to scy to the German people and all thos 
who have kent confidence in me: 

The kind Loré has b i Germany by civinz it in tines 
of deep Cistress a lec: Will lead it, throu:h all 
distresses and Lira ee rouyh all crisis and moments of 
danzer, with the sure ; inot of the statesman into a kappy 
future," 


"Let us in this hour say to the Fuhrer of the new Germany that we 
believe in him and his work, 


2315-28: Fanen Essen speech, 2 November 


en meee tthe ere ame 


1933, Quoted in Voelicischer Beobn 
South German ed., pe 


by this time, the cabinet of which Defendant Papen was a member had a Lolished 
the civil liberties, had sanctioned political murder committed in aid of 
Nazism's scisure of powr, hod substituted itself for the Reichsta;; as 
Germany's suprene Lléviemekin,, cuthority, had destroyed 211 rival political 
parties, had enacted the basic laws for abolition of the political influence o: 
the Laender, had provided the legislative Lasis for purgin; the Civil Service 
and judiciary of anti-Nazi Clements, had exbarked upon a state policy of 
persecution of the Jews, had sone far in lesislating Nazi influence into the 
cultural life of the Gornen nation, and had taken its first steps tovard - 
conferrin:; a para-~-overnnental status upon tie Nasi party and its principal 


formations, 


Ce. THE DEFEND. sNT_VON PsOEN PR L OTD - PPTOLRATIONS 5 FOR Wik. 


oo6e ee oe oe amen sence one ee 


15. Knowing as he did, the basic pro -‘rarme of the Nazi party it is 
inconceivable that as Vice-Chancellor for a yesr and a half he could h-ve beer 


dissociated from the conspirators' war-like preparations. 


2 4h = 
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VON 2.2EN PaRTICTe. TED 2D IN THE DOLITIC..L PL.NNING 


wD PREPARATION FOR WiRS OF .CGR: SSION. 


GENERL. 
16. is Vice-Chancellor for the first year and half of the Nazi reine, and 
28 4 prominent adviscar of H von 2e>en undoubtedly participatea in the 
plannin;; and preparations for foreign accression. This was admitted by 
hin to Lr. Lessersmith in Vienne in 193). The relevent portion of 
la. Messersmith's affidevi whic ce 1760-1s, U.S. 67) 
will be refcrred to in connection with von sapen's activities in Austrin. 
..USTRTA, 
17. The planning and exccution of the conspircey acainst wustrin has been 
dealt with in creat detail by i&. Jldermmn (franserivt paces 446-594 
and in the course of the evidence which he lsid before the Court, von Papen'ts 
part in that ay:ression was clearly shown. It is, however, convenient to 
summarise this a;:ain shortly. 
18. ..fter the murder of Chancellor Dollfuss on 25 July 1934, the situation 
was such as to call for the removal of the German liinister Rieth, 
the prompt sulstitution of 2 man who rn: an enthusiast for snschluss with 
Germany, who could be tolerant of Nazi objectives and methods, but who could 
lend an aura of respectabili ty to of ficin] Gernan represcntation in Vienna 
(Transcript paves 478-489). Hitler's reaction was imacdinte. He chose 
his man as soon as he heard the news of the Dollfuss murder. The very next 
day, 26 July 1934, he sent von Papen a letter of appointment. This letter 
(which was, of course, made public) was in itself a masterpiece of deceit 
calculated to conceal coapletcly the real intention of rapen's appointment. 
It is convenient to quote a nin certein passa;‘es; 
"The assassination of the justricn Pederal Chancellor which was 
Stron-ly condemned and repretted by the German Government has 
mace the situation in “urope, already fluid, more acute, without 


any fault of ours Thereforu, it is my desire to brins about if 


possible an ensint of the sencral situation, and especially va. 


direct the relations ith the German=ustrian Ste ite, which have 
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been so strained for a lon; time, asain into normal and fricndly 
channels. 


For this reason, I request you, dear lir. von Papen, to take over 
this important task, just becnuse you have possessed and continue 
to possess my most complete and unLinited confidence ever since 
we have worked tosether in the Cabinet." 


x x x x 


* 


"Thankin; you once more for cil that you once did for the 
co-ordination of the Government of the National Revolution and 
Since then tocether with us for sermany, I remain, 


«DOL? HITLER, 


2229-28: Letter, ijitler to Papen, 26 July 
1934, 1934 Dolkunente der Deutschen 
A re et 

solitik, II, p. 83. (Transcript 


pases 479, 483-6.) 
The actual mission of von Fepen Was stated more frankly, shortly after his 
arrivcl in Vienna, in the course of a private conversation with the umerican 


liinistcr, ia. Messersmith, who has described this mecting; as follows: 
"When I did call on von rapen in the German Lesation, he sreeted 

me with "Now you are in my Lesation and I ean control the 

conversation'. In the baldest and most cynical manner he then 

procecded to tell me that all of South-eastern Europe, to the 

borders of Turkey, wus Germany's natural hinterland, and tha 

he had been charved with the mission of facilitatin: German 

€conomic and political control over all this resion for Germany. 

He blandly and directly saic that tettin: control of austria was 

to be the first step. He definitely stated that he was in 

austria to undermine and weaken the austrian Government and fron 

Vienna to work towards the weakenin,; of the Governments in the 

other states to the South and South East. He said that he 

intenced to use his reputation as a stood Catholic to gain influcnee 

with certain sustrians, such as Cardinal Innitzer, towards that 

end", 


1760-PS (U.S.57): Affidavit of Georre gs. 

Liessersmith, 25 Ausust 1945, pe De 

€ranscript pages 490-1). 
Throughout the carlicr period of his mission to .ustria » von Papen's 
activity was characterised by the assiduous avoidance of any 
appearance of intervention. His true mission was re-affirmed with 
clarity several months aftur its coumencemcnt, when he was 
instructed by berlin that "during the next two years nothine can be 
undertaken which will Give Germany external political difficulties" . 


and that every Appearance of German interference in éustrian affairs 
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tant e avoided. 48 von sapen himsclf stated to Berser-i/aldene™: 
the .ustrian Foreivn Minister: "Yes, you have your French and 
En-lish friends now and you can have your independence a little 
loner.” 


S.57): affidavit of Georce S. 


ees meres meme 


renith, 28 Au ‘uat 1945, pDe O& 


ae eacaehs pt ppe 492, 506-7). 
Throushout this period, the Nazi movement was gaining strength in 
sustria Without openly admitted German intervention, and Germany 
needed more timc to consolidate its Ciplomatic position. -=- These 
reasons Por German policy were frankly expressed by the German 
Foreign liinistcr von Neurath in conversation with the smerican 
imbassador to France. 
Le150: (U.S.65): Momorandum of Convasation 
~ between wabassanor Bullitt and von 
Transcript 
The Defendant von Papen accordingly restricted his public activity 
to the normal ambassadorial function of cultivating all respectable 
elements in .ustria and inj:ratiatiny, himself in these circles: 
(U.S)57): Affidavit of Georze 
lie saewend th. 20 sausust 1945, rpe 
O-1 10 
Meanwhile, the Austrian Nazis continued illesal organisation in 
anticipation of the possibility of securing their objectives by 
force if necessary. In these efforts they were aided from within 
Germanye 
812=PS5 (U.S.61): Report of Gauleiter 
Roiner to Reichskommissar Gauleiter 
Beurck« ckel, & July 1939. Report of 
events in the NSDAP in .ustria from 
1933 to 11 Hiarch 1938. (Transcript 
pe 497-8) 
(ec) Despite his facade of strict non-intervention, von Papen remained 


in contact with suuversive elements in -wustria. Thus, ina 


report to Hitler dated 17 ify 1935, he adviscd concerning Austrian 
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Nazi stratery as proposed by Captain Leopold, Leader of the 
ileal iustrian Nazis, the object of which wes to trick 
Dre Schuschni’: into estavlishin,, on wustrian coalition ~overnnent 


with the NSD.2, 


22h7-rS: (U.S. 64): Letter fron yon + Papen 
u ° 


— ~ . “ + 
Transeript ; 


20. Eventuclly the a~zcement of 11 July 1935 between Germany and ..ustria was 


negotiated by von Papens 


The public form of this a:reenent provides that while austria, in her policy, 
Should regard herself as 2 German state, yet Germany would reco:nise the 

full sovereicznty of Austria and would not exercise Circct or indirect influei. 
on the inner political order of wustric. wore interesting was the secret 
part of the agreement, revenied Ly ix. Lessersmith, which ensurcd the Nazis 
an influence in the sustrian exbinet and participation in the politiccl life 


of Austrian. 


—- An 57 


Lp00-25 | (i U.S. 57 


21. The Defendant von Papen continued to pursues Dis policy ty maintaining 
contact with the ille-al Nazis, by tryin; to influence asnointiments to 
strateic cabinet positions, and by attempting to secure official recognition 
of Nazi front orcanis:tions. Reportin; to Hitler shortly after the 
agreement of 11 July 1936, he summarised his programme for normalising 
«Ustro-German relations in pursuance of the a rreement, Two sentences from 
his report may be quoted: 


'aS a guiding principle (Marschroute) I recommend on the tactica 
side, continued, paticnt psycholo cel manipulations, with slowly 
intensificd cressure cinected at chaning the regime eccccceccee 
seecsoroseeein discussion with overnment officials ss well as 
with leaders of the ille:al party {Leonold and Sas pbig “illle 
conform completely with the concoriat of July i1, I am trying re 
direct the next acvelopments in such « menner to aim at corporative 
representation of the movement jn the Fatherland Front 
(VaterlEncischen Front) wut nevertheless refraining from Sede 
Ne-tdonnl-Soc tists in important positions for the time being." 


sch 
ClO. 


Revort _of _von Panen to 


choer 1936 (4 Transcript 
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22. There is mo need to co over ajain the events which led up to the mecting 


oe) 


of Schuschni; with Hitler in February 1938, which von Papen arranjed, and to 


the final invasion of iustric in March 1938. It is enouch to quote from the 


archiv (De 632). 

";fter the events of March 1938 which caused sustria's incorporation 
into the German Reich, von Papen oad the satisfaction to be present 
at the Fihrer's side when the entry into Vienna took place, havin;; 
just been admitted on 14 February 1938 into the Party in 
recognition of nis valuabi.e collaboration and having received the 
Golden Party Badze from the Fihrer." 


23- The Jrchiv continues: 


"At first, von Papen retired to his estate ijallerfanj;en in the Saar 
district but soon the Nihrer reouired his services asain in that he 
on the 18 .pril 1939, a2pointed von Papen Ge: man Adtbassadoz in 
anke a SPSS eCsSSSSseOeaeoree ose gacesseCe oss eeereseuete0036 S9e¢unogswes 
after his return to the Reich, von rapen was awarded the Kni ht's 
cross of the ‘ar lierit Order with Swords." 
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